
On March 11, 2022, we celebrated our 
20th Anniversary at the Mid-America  
Club—the first in-person event since 2019. 
The Gala crowd buzzed with excitement 
as friends caught up with one another 
and generously bid on auction items and 
raised their paddles to exceed our goal 
for the evening, raising over $143,000. The 
bounty from our friends and supporters 
was truly amazing and we could not 
be more grateful. Event proceeds will 
assist families in accessing Smart Love’s 
counseling, preschool, therapeutic 
tutoring and It Takes A Village support 
program for families of color. 

Led by our outstanding co-chairs Cecelia 
Pikul and Laura Tanaka, the weeks of 
planning and preparing for this milestone 
event proved more than worth it. Together 
our volunteers and staff created the 
perfect setting for celebrating 20 years 
of service and honoring Dr. Martha 
Heineman Pieper whose research, clinical 
experience, and vision has continued to 
inspire and guide all our work since our 
founding.

Smart Love is grateful to the co-chairs and 
the members of the Auction Committee: 
Sarah Ambrose, Carla Beatrici, Louise 
Benzer, Mike Conway, Bill Cosper, 

Kiersten Essenpreis, Mari and Brandon 
Fair, Carolyn Friedman, Amber Guenther, 
Natalie Clark and Nathan Hinshaw, Diana 
Jackson, Katie Karn, Lauren and Nick 
Lucius, Kelly Perez, and Katie and Kevin 
Wohlgenant. Special thanks also to our 
auctioneer Brett Walkow, and all those 
who supported and helped make this 
fantastic evening possible.  

1

Smart Love® Newsletter
SPRING 2022

1

Celebrating 20 Years of Service to Families



2

PROGRAM UPDATE

Great News on the Funding Front!

It Takes A Village Expands

Smart Love is honored and grateful to have 
received recent grants from three key 
foundation and public agency partners.  

The trustees of the Bowman C. Lingle 
Charitable Trust at BMO Harris awarded 
Smart Love a grant of $18,000 to support 
our primary programs. These resources 
will be essential in ensuring that we will 
continue to provide the best in services and 
programs. Contributions like this as general 
operating support enable us to implement 
improvements ranging from the adoption of 
the new and very capable Theranest client 
data management system to rebuilding 

the Preschool’s entrance ramps and gates 
in more sustainable and weather-proof 
materials—among many others.

Our It Takes A Village (ITAV) program 
serving parents and families of color just 
received a renewed grant of $15,000 from 
the Westlake Health Foundation. With the 
purpose of enabling ITAV to serve more 
families from across Proviso Township, this 
grant will be extremely important as the 
program transitions back to in-person from 
the virtual format in which it has functioned 
since March 2020—which we hope may 
begin as early as this year.

Sustaining its longstanding funding for 
ITAV, the Community Mental Health Board 
(CMHB) of Oak Park Township has awarded 
Smart Love $10,000 for services provided 
to residents of Oak Park. As the original 
funder of this unique program, the CMHB’s 
financial, intellectual, and relationship-
building support has been vital to ITAV’s 
success for more than five years now.

We deeply appreciate these investments in 
the strength and vitality of our programs and 
what this support means for those we can 
serve thanks to these funding commitments. 

It Takes A Village (ITAV), our unique therapeutically-facilitated peer-
to-peer support and coaching program for parents and children of 
families of color is continuing to diversify its offerings to provide 
resources for families on the West Side and near-western suburbs.  

ITAV is also growing its operations and client support. The 
reorganization of the ITAV team and operating structure to 
accommodate the growth in groups has been paired with the 
vastly improved capabilities offered by our new client portal. These 
improvements are allowing us to provide swifter intake and internal 
referrals, connect clients with other necessary services and—most 
of all—reach out even more effectively into the communities ITAV 
serves. We have seen significant increases in inquiries about ITAV 
and referrals from partner agencies and schools.

In February 2022, a new program for multicultural/multiracial 
parents was added as a fourth group component within ITAV, joining 

Finding Strength Together, the group for Black parents, Mi Familia, 
the group for Spanish-speaking parents; and the Multicultural 
Youth Group, which serves children 6–18 years old from diverse 
backgrounds. 

Partnerships with local non-profits are helping more families 
access our ITAV programming. 

• �Hephzibah Children’s Association in Oak Park provides 
comprehensive services for children and families in crisis like 
group homes, foster care, day care, and adoption services.

• �Chicago House and Community Services provides housing and 
supportive services for families impacted by HIV/AIDS in the 
Austin community.

To learn more, please visit www.smartlovefamily.org/fsp.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

BENEFACTORS

Emily & Robert Carroll

Cristine Russell & Ben W. 
Heineman

GUARANTORS

Community Mental Health Board 
of Oak Park Township

Katherine L. Knight

Bowman C. Lingle Trust

Oak Park River Forest 
Community Foundation

Westlake Health Foundation

SUSTAINERS

Katie & Ted Karn

PARTNERS

Jean & Charles Murphy

Martha Heineman Pieper

Anne & Stephen Rowley

Susan & Richard H. Sanders

PATRONS

Judith Block

Gracia Drew

Carolyn & David Friedman

Martin Friedman

Brian Kirkbride

Kris Manos & Dave Shryock

Victoria Heineman Pieper

Cecelia Pikul & Thomas 
Gallagher

Rebekah Scheinfeld &  
Benjamin Seigle

Linda Silverstein

Robert Stone

Anonymous

ADVOCATES

Evelyn & Vasilios 
Anagnostopoulos

Carolyn Andrew & Justin 
Everage

Alexandra Baron & Daniel Hunt

The Blackbaud Giving Fund

Jennifer & Benjamin Fisher

GivingForce Foundation

Marlene Goodale & Richard 
Williams

Bernd Hosey

Scott Hudson

Jenny Kendler

Katherine & Ryan Kirby

Emily Lorentzen & Brian Bedwell

Stacey & Andrew O'Dekirk

Camille Olson & Michael Reed

Samantha Roeth & Jake 
Carpenter

Mary & William Schramm

Patricia & David Schulte

Jane & Warren Stolper

Stout Collective LLC

Laura & Matthew Tanaka

Marta Wenzler & James Peisker

Katherine & Kevin Wohlgenant

ASSOCIATES

Sarah & Kyle Ambrose

Ellyn & John Bank

Christa Chavez & Stephen 
Martay

Barbara Flynn Currie

Kiersten Essenpreis & Wes Cox

Mari & Brandon Fair

Edwin Lennox

Lauren & Nicholas Lucius

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Mastey

Janet A. Nexon

Kelly Parker & Ian Hughes

Kelly & Juan Perez

Sunil & Shabnum Sanghvi

Beverly & Myron Shapiro

Jackie Smith & Aaron Murray

Walgreens Simple Generosity

Dr. Richard Wren

SUPPORTERS

Dr. Carla Beatrici

Ellen & Peter Chadwick

Erin Funk Dublan & Robert 
Brenner

Brandy Goldberg

Stephen A. Jackson

Carol Johnson

Julie & William Jones

Jill & John G Levi

Bill Lyke, Jr.

Sarah Moberg & Gilad Shanan

Joan & Jeffrey Petertil

Nancy & Mike Randa

Alice Gilman Sachs

Joan Sud Soreff

Dan Swinney

Mary Tynes

April & Tom Victor

Monica & Alexander Williams

FRIENDS 

Amazon Smile Foundation

Riah & Marvin Brooks

Carolyn Kalina & Jim Whalen

Mabel's Labels

Miranda Mahoney

E. Marie McKee & Robert Cole

Brian Nudelman

Glynnis & Glenn Reinhart

The Annual & Program Fund 
Smart Love is deeply grateful for the generosity and dedication of all the individuals, 
foundations, and businesses who contributed to our 2021–2022 Annual & Program Fund.
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SPONSORS

First American Bank

Christy Webber Landscaping

PLATINUM

Emily & Robert Carroll

GOLD

Cecelia Pikul & Thomas 
Gallagher

Amber & Jeremy Guenther

Sara & Ty Johnson

Katie & Ted Karn

Jean Klingenstein

Jean & Charles Murphy

SILVER

Carla Beatrici

Gloria & Bruce Cox

Carolyn & David Friedman

Scott Hudson

Brian Kirkbride

Corinna & Rodrigo Lema

Philaine & David Nexon

Anne & Stephen Rowley

Michael Santa Cruz

BRONZE

Chris & Ed Campbell

Diana & Robert Jackson

Katherine L. Knight

Martha Heineman Pieper

Susan & Richard H. Sanders

Maureen & Adam Spielman

Robert J. Stone

CHAMPIONS

Susan & Michael Baker

Tammy Garrity

Christina & Yan Krasov

Emily Lorentzen & Brian Bedwell

Douglas Morrison

Alison Pildner & David Cohen

Patty Ryan & Steve Weber

Rebekah Scheinfeld &  
Benjamin Seigle

Laura & Matthew Tanaka

LEADERS

Sarah & Kyle Ambrose

Susann Ball

Rachel & Bela Barner

Louise & Brian Benzer

Tiffany Cannon & Aaron Baker

Christa Chavez & Stephen 
Martay

Karen Cox

Sheila & David Crumrine

Mari & Brandon Fair

Jennifer & Benjamin Fisher

Kate & Dan Gibbons

Marlene Goodale & Richard 
Williams

Kim Jarczyk

Kristi & Jim Johnson

John Joyce

Mae & Rod Kingzette

Sushma & Ravi Marur

Kelly & Juan Perez

Joan & Jeffrey Petertil

Victoria Heineman Pieper

Marian Sharkey

Linda Silverstein

Dariel Stack

James Stapleton

Teresa & Michael Van Stone

Patricia Walker &  
Stephen Budde

Katherine & Kevin Wohlgenant

Julia & Erik Wright

ADVOCATES

Eliana & Joseph Amara

Marcilia Bellgrau

Kara & Peter Bender

Lily Benjamin

John Benzinger

Karen & Scott Bieber

Karen Bloom

Sonia & Adam Boyer

Cheryl & Lee Capps

Caren Chessick & Tim Teclaw

Barbara Chun

Laura & Kevin Clauss

Community Mental Health Board 
of Oak Park Township

Michael Conway

James and Donna Cook

Ernest Dallemolle

Erin Funk Dublan & Robert 
Brenner

Sandrine & Scott Eifert

Carlos Escobar

Robert Fabbri

Dana Fenceroy

Sophie Frueh

Georgina & Andy Goode

Maureen Gorman & Neil 
Shapiro

Karin M. Grimes

Heather & Dan Hawthorne

Cheryl & Joseph Irmiter

Stephen A. Jackson

Steven Jarczyk

Carol Johnson

Barbara Jurgens

Heather & Douglas Justus

Katherine & Ryan Kirby

Carrie Davis & Agustin  
Gomez-Leal

Edwin Lennox

David Loofbourrow

Judy Storey Maritato

Pamela & Charles Meyerson

Patricia Miller

Julie Moller

Ilinka Novakovic

Brian Nudelman

Andrea & Robert Okonek

Kelly Parker & Ian Hughes

Bill & Dianne Pasola

Glenny Perez

Lisa & Henry Pildner

Mary Jo & Sam Jo Radcliffe

Ruth Reiner

Stacy & David Rudd

Angeline Schaefer

Daniel Santa Cruz

Rita Santa Cruz

Annemarie Slobig & Richard 
Avrut

Louise K. Smith

Margaret & Larry Sondler

Shirley & Robert Spencer

Dan Swinney

Martha Swisher

Neide & Mark Terrill

Lisalyn & Keith Tristano

Dr. Margaret Trybus

Maria & Markus Wimmer

Diane Yetter

20th Anniversary Gala Attendees 
Our deepest thanks to all who so generously supported our 20th Anniversary Gala!

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
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Since April our “gardeners” have been busy 
preparing for the growing season by setting 
up the greenhouse, mixing organic soil into 
our garden beds, and starting seeds in the 
classrooms. The care and patience that the 
children provide to the plants and flowers 
serves as a wonderful model for their own 
self-care, while also offering an abundance 
of learning in math, science, language arts, 
nutrition, and more. The curriculum offers 
the children lots of room to make decisions 
about the garden. For example, when 
asked where to plant our wild flowers, the 
children thought that our playground fence 
needed some color! Their curiosity and love 
of learning blossomed as they pondered, 
“I wonder what we will find underneath 
the grass?” while they turned over the 
soil in preparation for their flower seeds. 
Throughout the late spring and summer 
months children begin to realize their 
hard work as they harvest the fruits and 
vegetables they helped to plant and nurture. 

Tomatoes, Spinach, Lettuce & More - Smart Love’s Garden  
Is in Full Bloom! 

PROGRAM UPDATE

Since July of 2021 enrollment in Smart 
Love’s Therapeutic Tutoring services 
has tripled with more and more inquiries 
coming in each month. To meet the 
demand, Smart Love is hiring additional 
tutors and increasing our outreach to 
inform parents and schools of our unique 
program. Our approach to tutoring offers 
children academic tutoring in a therapeutic 
context providing them space to address 
their feelings surrounding school in a 
constructive manner. In this way, children 
become unburdened so that they can better 
focus on their studies. 

“�Whatever you are doing is 
absolutely working and is 
bringing out her confidence 
and desire to do better.”  

– �Parent of child enrolled in  
Therapeutic Tutoring

Meeting the Learning Needs of Students
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Natalie & Ben Heineman Smart Love Center

2222 N. Kedzie Blvd., Chicago, IL 60647 | 773.665.8052, ext. 130

The Smart Love approach was developed by Martha Heineman Pieper, Ph.D., and William J. Pieper, M.D., and is described in their book Smart Love:  
The Comprehensive Guide to Understanding, Regulating and Enjoying your Child (2011). Smart Love Family Services is an Illinois-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. ©2022
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OUR LOCATIONS 
Chicago • Oak Park

Smart Love Programs
COUNSELING SERVICES 
•	� Therapy for Children, Adolescents,  

and Adults
•	� Play Therapy for Young Children
•	� Support Groups for Children and Adults
•	� Neuro-Psychological and  

Psychological Testing
•	� Couples and Family Counseling

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
The Natalie G. Heineman  
Smart Love Preschool
•	 �Preschool and Kindergarten for  

Children 3-6 years
• 	 Playschool for Children 2-3 years
• 	 Summer Camp

LEARNING SERVICES
•	� Psycho-Educational and Learning  

Assessments
•	� Therapeutic Tutoring
•	� Customized Parent Consultation

PARENTING & COMMUNITY 
•	 Parent Coaching and Counseling
•	 Webinars
•	 Publications and Resources
•	 Parent and Youth Groups

TO LEARN MORE VISIT  
www.smartlovefamily.org  
www.smartlovepreschool.org

Smart Love Resources for Parents & Families!
Smart Love provides a wealth of information on parenting and child development for 
families via our website’s Community & Parenting Resources page.

• �Blogs: Through Your Child’s Eyes provides insights into how children understand their 
world at each age and stage.

• �Webinars: In the Pursuit of Happiness quarterly series featuring Smart Love clinicians, key 
staff, and guest speakers offering insights, sharing perspectives, and answering questions 
submitted by the public.

• �Video Library: Peruse past webinars and other videos in our video library.

• �Smart Love Publications:  Access your own copies of Smart Love: The Comprehensive 
Guide to Understanding, Regulating and Enjoying your Child, Q&A Handbooks, children 
storybooks, and other publications by Martha Heineman Pieper, Ph.D. and William J. 
Pieper, M.D.

• �Parent Coaching and Counseling: Personal parenting support is offered in confidential  
one-on-one sessions with our counseling staff.

Learn more at https://www.smartlovefamily.org/smart-love-parenting-programs

a Family Extravaganza!
Saturday, June 25, 2022  |  10am–1pm 

2222 N. Kedzie Blvd

FREE      Summer  
Lawn Party!

Outdoor Summer Fun and Games 
Featuring Michael’s Music Machine


